Church support for Christmas Cheer Board
Year-round Effort
John Longhurst

The assembly line was in full production at Charleswood United Church as
volunteers packed 50 hampers for the Christmas Cheer Board.
"It’s amazing how the church comes together for this," Jenna Poborsa said Friday.
She had organized the annual event. "It’s great to help people in the community
this way."
Volunteer Susan Wehrle, who was in charge of packing, said it’s a fun morning to
make a difference for people in Winnipeg.
"I want to provide for other children what I want for my own children," she said. "I
want them to have the kind of Christmas my kids had."
"It’s a good cause," Barb McCulloch said of why she volunteers.
"It’s a way to help out," added Bill Trimble.
"It’s good to help people at Christmas," shared Otto Penner.
Cheer Board executive director Kai Madsen said he’s grateful for the church’s
contribution.
"It’s makes a huge difference," he said, adding Charleswood is the largest private
provider of hampers to the Cheer Board each year.
Noting each hamper costs from $150 to $200, that "adds up to a lot of money"
from the church, he said. "If they didn’t provide them, we would have to."
Each hamper has a turkey, fresh and canned vegetables, canned fruit and other
food items, along with scarves, toques and mittens that have been knitted by
church members, and gifts for children.
Those Christmas gifts are collected by Charleswood members Larry and Janice
Hamilton, who scout out deals on toys year-round.
"We try to get two to three presents per child," said Larry, adding this year, they
bought presents for 99 children.

The couple is always looking to see what’s on sale throughout the year; when they
find a store clearing out items, they sometimes go and buy all of them.
It can cause a few double-takes, like the time they bought 25 floor hockey sticks at
one store.
"When staff hear what it’s for, they are very supportive," he said.
For the Hamiltons, who are both retired educators, buying all those toys is a way
to give back.
"It’s a really good way to help people," said Janice. "There’s satisfaction in
knowing the toys are going to kids who need them, so they can know someone is
thinking about them."
Added Larry: "It’s a good thing to do to help others, and we enjoy it. We want the
kids to be happy and have fun."
For Charleswood minister Michael Wilson, the hamper project is just one of the
ways the church is following the example of Jesus in serving others.
The congregation is motivated by the verse in Matthew 25:35, where Jesus said:
"For I was hungry, and you fed me." And, Wilson said, also "by a desire to share
joy. No matter what someone’s year has been like, we have an opportunity to see
it end with joy."
In terms of fundraising, money for the project — about $10,000 each year —
comes from the members.
"We don’t budget for this," Wilson said, adding the hamper project has been
going on at the church since at least the 1980s.
"The size of the hamper program is determined by the congregation," he said,
noting the donations come in November and December over and above other
responsibilities.
The large number of hampers the church provides each year shows there is
"something about this program that people are eager to respond to.”

The Cheer Board was started by Winnipeg churches in 1919 as a way to help the
widows and orphans of soldiers killed in the First World War. Today, more than
100 churches in the city contribute hampers or cash each year.
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