Charleswood churches’ group supports refugees
Donna Minkus

Hey there, time traveller! This article was published 1/2/2016 (1499 days ago), so
information in it may no longer be current.
The Charleswood Refugee Ecumenical Support Team (CREST) is preparing to receive
another family of refugees.
While this family is not your typical mom, dad and two or three children, it has been
waiting for sponsorship for years, according to Rudy Friesen, a member of the CREST
committee.
"There is so much hype about Syrian refugees that refugees from other countries, who
have been waiting for sponsorship are being ignored," Friesen says.
"When we learned about three single men from Eritrea, who we understand refused to
serve in the military and may have endangered their lives for their stance, CREST
immediately agreed to sponsor them.
"They have been cleared by the UN and by Canadian security and health personnel, so
they are ready to come to Canada. We expect to see them at the end of March."
Since the exact arrival date of the Eritrean refugees is not known, CREST is looking into
temporary housing for now. Once the three men are here, permanent housing will be
arranged, he adds.
CREST, which is made up of Charleswood Mennonite, Gloria Dei (Lutheran) and
Charleswood United Church, has been sponsoring refugee families for the past 20
years. Its most recent sponsorship was a family of three from Syria, who had been in a
refugee camp for two years. They arrived in late January.

"To sponsor a family of five for one year can cost upwards of $25,000," Friesen notes.
"So working together with other churches makes a sponsorship more feasible
monetarily."
When CREST has the financial resources to support a family, it makes applications to
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), the sponsorship agreement holder through the
Department of Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship Canada (IRCC), Friesen explains.
MCC personnel provide options from an updated IRCC list and provide necessary
information about the family, so CREST can plan proper accommodations. After a family
has been here for several months, MCC checks to see how family members doing in
their new countries.
Settling into a new culture requires some assistance, Friesen points out.
"Usually one or two CREST families are asked to provide extra help for the newly arrived
family. This may involve weekly visits, arranging rides to church and taking them
shopping."
Along with his wife Ruth, Friesen has assisted a family from Colombia. He says that
seeing how they have settled has been a delight.
"They have been a blessing to those who have befriended them. Our official obligation
to a sponsored family is for one year (but) I see our friendship with this family lasting
many years," he says.
Friesen adds that anyone who wants to make a donation to CREST can do so at one of
its supporting churches.

