Charleswood churches to welcome Syrian refugees
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Hey there, time traveller! This article was published 28/9/2015 (1625 days ago), so
information in it may no longer be current.
"I can’t imagine taking care of a newborn baby in a refugee camp."
Those are the words of Bruce Berven, chair of the Charleswood Refugee Ecumenical
Sponsorship team (CREST), which works together to help refugee families start a new
life in Canada.
It’s made up of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Charleswood United Church, and
Charleswood Mennonite Church.
CREST is preparing to welcome a family from Syria as part of its ongoing refugee
sponsorship work.
The family they are sponsoring is made up of a mother, father, and young baby,
currently living in a refugee camp. They’re United Nations-approved refugees. They also
have a sister living in Winnipeg.
But getting final approval to come to Canada takes a long time, and the team isn’t sure
when to expect them.
"The application was approved back in the spring," Berven says.
"The guidelines we’re always told is that it takes six to 18 months for everything to be
processed," he says. "It’s a frustration for many people. I really feel that Canada is not
doing its part."

It’s been almost three weeks since the photo of a drowned Syrian boy whose body
washed up on a beach in Turkey made headlines and dominated social media.
The photo shone a spotlight on the Syrian refugee crisis, highlighting an ongoing
tragedy of massive proportions that is now going into its fifth year. The resultant outcry
put pressure on local groups and governments to accept more people forced to flee
Syria into Canada.
It costs about $15,000 to sponsor a family for a year, Berven says. Groups are in charge
of helping families with expenses for their first year in Canada,
While CREST isn’t a registered charitable organization by itself, the churches behind it
are. Anyone wanting to contribute to CREST’s efforts is welcome to write a cheque to
either of the three church team members, indicating it is to be used for refugee
sponsorship.

