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Dear Friends:

Here is our church...Here is our Steeple...
Our Doors are open...Come meet all the people

This little rhyme from one of our communication pamphlets a few years ago, gets to the point. It is the 
people who make a church. It has been so for 84 years since faithful people formed Union Church in 
Charleswood and began to worship in April 1922.

Since then countless people have come through the doors of Charleswood United. They have come to 
sing, to pray, to learn, to laugh, to comfort, to serve, and to simply be. Ours is a broad and diverse 
ministry where people are met where they are, and invited to consider how God is there too.

But we need room for all the people. Room to be together in one place at one time. Room to move 
easily in and around one another. Room for the community of Charleswood to gather for special 
occasions. Following two years of thought, prayer, discussion, and discernment we are now ready to 
open the doors and make room.

Charleswood United Church is preparing for our most significant undertaking since the construction 
of the present sanctuary in 1957. Following upon the request of the congregation at last year’s annual 
meeting, we have determined the size and scale of a building project for all the people. We have worked 
with Number Ten Architecture Group on a design. We have conducted a Congregational Financial 
Assessment with Harder and Associates. And now we are ready to make it happen.

The ministry of Charleswood United Church matters to many people. It matters to people who gather 
regularly for worship and study. It matters to those we serve in this community. It matters to those for 
whom Charleswood has been a gathering place in life’s most joyous and most difficult moments. 
Please look to the future with us as we enter a time of tremendous excitement and opportunity.

Grace and peace,

Ministers, Charleswood United Church
Michael Wilson, Joanne Kury
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message from  
   the ministers

Rev. Joanne Kury:  Joanne Kury came to 
Charleswood in 1998 after 5 1/2 years at the 
Warren Rosser Pastoral Charge. Before that she 
spent 2 years coordinating Children’s programs at 
North End Community Ministry. Joanne graduated 
with a BN from the University of Manitoba in 1973 
and was commissioned to Diaconal Ministry in 
1996 after graduating from the Western Field 
Based Program for Diaconal Ministry at the 
      University of Alberta. 

She earned her Masters 
of Theological Studies,  
which included a 
global tour to Korea.

Joanne works with 
inner city groups and 
has involved us in 
Habitat for Humanity. 
She led a group of 13 of 
our youth to Jamaica to 

build 3 homes. Joanne is also a part of our yearly 
stage productions, giving guidance and support to 
the cast, which is comprised mostly of the youth 
of our church.

Joanne is currently Chair of the Support to Ministerial 
and Personnel Group of Winnipeg Presbytery and is 
a Sexual Harassment Consultant for the Conference 
of Manitoba and NW Ontario. She and her husband 
Bob enjoy sailing and the outdoors with their 4 
children, Heather, Amanda, Tim and David. 

Rev. Dr. Michael Wilson: Michael Wilson came to 
Charleswood in 1994 after five years at the Birtle-
Isabella-Miniota Pastoral Charge in Western 
Manitoba. For both Michael and his wife Maureen, 
this was a move to their hometown. Michael studied 
science at the University of Manitoba and theology 
at Emmanuel College in Toronto before ordination 
in 1989. In 2001, he graduated from Chicago 
Theological Seminary with the degree of Doctor 
of Ministry. 

Michael’s involvement in the wider church has 
included ministry with children and youth, 
membership on the National Division of World 
Outreach, supervision of campus ministry, and the 
Ten Days for Global Justice National  Committee. He 
has also represented the United Church of Canada 
in the Bahamas, Cuba, and Africa. Michael has taught 
at the University of Winnipeg, Faculty of Theology, 
and is currently President of the Conference of 
Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario.

Michael and Maureen share a love of sports, theatre, 
the arts, and most especially for their three children, 
Aidan, Benjamin, and Leah.

Charleswood United 

is blessed with the 

team ministry of 

Rev. Dr. Michael Wilson 

and Rev. Joanne Kury

Page 2



CHARLESWOOD UNITED  CHURCH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Page 4Page 3

People made their 

way to church by 

foot, horseback, 

bicycle or street car.

opening the door 
                 from past to present

Between 1910 and 1920, the need 
for Christian worship, education 
and fellowship grew in our 
community.  A small group 
of people, mainly Methodists, 
gathered in 1912 to discuss
starting a Mission Service in 
Charleswood. They soon held 
open air services and met in 
homes during bad weather.

In 1922 the congregation formally 
launched the Union Church at the 
old Charleswood School (currently 
the Charleswood Legion), where 
student ministers preached in the 

morning and crossed by ferry to preach at St. Charles 
in the afternoons.

A building fund for more permanent quarters was 
started at $180 in 1929, growing to $628 in 1932.
In 1933, with the help of a grant from Winnipeg   
                             Presbytery, a very simple church   
           building was erected at the corner 

of Roblin Boulevard and Harstone 
Road.  That year, the Sunday School 
registered 62 children and received 
an annual offering of $33.98. People 
made their way to church by foot, 
horseback, bicycle or street car.

The church grew slowly over the 
years and in 1948, an addition was added to the 
church and Sunday School was held in the old 
Varsity View Community Road on Roblin Boulevard. 
In 1954, Winnipeg Presbytery constituted 
Charleswood as a one-point charge, with Doug 
Lauchlan as minister.  In 1957 the present building 
was constructed and dedicated in January.
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gregation,  the “Opening 
Doors” Capital Campaign 
commences
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Continued growth meant an addition of a second 
church service in 1980. In 1984, a $340,000 addition 
and renovation project, added the front offices and 
washroom, the nursery, the storage area and the 
large class room in the lower hall. In 1996, at the 
cost of $120,000, the church fulfilled a long dream 
of installing a wheel chair lift, new windows, doors 
and painting. Our families waited a long time for 
that lift, and now no one is excluded from our 
dinners, concerts, teas, and special occasions.

As we head into our 84th year, we are fortunate 
that our congregation is robust and as the work 
of the church increases, we are ready to open the 
doors to future generations.

building a legacy for our 
     children and grandchildren
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           opening the doors to the 
 vision and reality that is 
  Charleswood United Church

We reach out to the whole community through 
ministry and through community programming. 
In fact, our doors have opened to so many members, 
groups and outreach programs that we are bursting 
at the seams.

Over 500 families consider Charleswood United 
their home – contributing and participating in 
programs, community service and events every 
day of the week, all year long. This has created 
the need we face today –  the expanded 
capability to open our doors to growing needs 
of the 21st century.

Over 500 

families consider 

Charleswood United 

their home.

Friendship
A thoughtful touch of a greeting card sent on happy 
or sad occasions such as birth, death, graduation, 
wedding, retirement, illness and others.

Welcoming Newcomers
Visitation Ministry – greeting newcomers to our 
church and making them feel truly welcome.

Companioning
Special Ministries linking people who have had 
similar challenges in their life, such as loss or 
illness for support and understanding. Providing 
help following the birth of a baby, a death, a 
hospital stay, etc.

Visitation
Visiting hospital patients and shut-ins at home or in 
long term care.

Family Nuturing
Information evenings on health, parenting, 
retirement, and related issues.

     a ministry of care-ring 
and encouragement  
                for all of our church family

I was hungry and you gave me food.
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.
I was naked and you gave me clothing.
I was sick and you took care of me.
I was in prison and you visited me.
...truly I tell you,
just as you did it to the least of these,
who are members of my family, 
you did it to me
      − Matthew 25 Page 6Page 5
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Main Street Project:  Assists Winnipeg inner city 
individuals who are unable to function due to 
alcoholism, chemical dependency, injury, abuse, 
lost or homeless in using existing rehab services.

Mitten Tree: Our wonderful knitters and shoppers     
       decorate our mitten tree with mitts and hats   
    that help kids in Winnipeg’s inner–city daycare   
     and schools stay warm.

  Clothing Drive: Gently used clothing is collected 
semi–annually and distributed to Winnipeg inner–
city missions.

Pantry Box: Our Church often provides emergency 
food assistance to families or individuals in the 
Charleswood area.

Winnipeg Harvest: Twice a year we have “Shelf 
Help” and invite the congregation to fill up 
Winnipeg Harvest’s shelves.

The Leprosy Mission Canada: This organization 
works in the affected areas of Africa and Asia 
diagnosing, treating, bringing the cure, rehabilitating 
and teaching people to live with the effects of 
leprosy. We collect cancelled postage stamps that 
are resold to benefit the Leprosy Mission.

Dr. Jessie Saulteaux Training Centre: A United 
Church theological college located near Beausejour, 
Manitoba that works primarily within the aboriginal 
community to prepare spiritual leaders for 
ministry and provide cross cultural education for 
the larger community.

Salvation Army Women’s Services: Provides 
opportunities for spiritual support and short and 
long term accommodation for women and women 
with children.

Oak Table Ministry: A drop–in ministry operated 
out of Augustine United Church in the Osborne 
Village district of Winnipeg. It provides counseling, 
advocacy and community building for its guests.

Knowles Centre: Provides treatment and support 
resources for children, adolescents and their families 
in North Winnipeg.

Agape Table: All Saints Anglican Church serves a 
hot meal at the breakfast hour to single parents, 
the working poor, expecting mothers, unemployed, 
children, seniors, people with disabilities, and 
those without food. 

English as a second language training: Three 
years ago the Manitoba Department of Labour 
and Immigration approached the people of 
Charleswood United Church to administer a 
program of English as a Second Language for 
newcomers from Afghanistan, Iraq, Palestine, 
China, Kosovo, Albania and Sudan.  

Designed specifically for mothers and children,               
transportation and daycare are provided for 
women with infants and toddlers. Classes are 
held in the church basement.

coming together to 
                       make a difference

St. Matthew’s – Maryland Community Ministry: 
An outreach ministry of the United Church of 
Canada serving families and individuals in Winnipeg’s 
old West End. We support this Ministry by providing 
sandwiches and coffee once a month for their 
drop–in program, ingredients for a community 
cooking meal and refreshments, toys and volunteers 
for their Christmas Open House. We also support 
their Garden Project by donating seeds and 
bedding plants, tools and work gloves, and by 
purchasing jams and pickles from their garden 
bounty that sell at our annual church tea. Members 
of our youth and Enquirers go on annual walking 
tours with the St. Matthew’s - Maryland Ministry 
through their community to better understand 
the challenges of life in the inner city.

Project Peacemakers: A faith–based coalition for 
peace and justice issues. Members of our youth 
participated in Project Peacemaker’s annual toy 
inspection to raise awareness about the levels of 
violence in children’s toys and games.

reaching out to the people in
  the community and the world

Habitat for Humanity: Christian-based, Habitat 
welcomes people from all walks of life and 
backgrounds to work together in building safe, 
decent and affordable homes to eliminate poverty 
housing. Youth from Charleswood United Church, 
under the leadership of Joanne Kury, participated 
in Habitat builds in Jamaica (May 2002) and Bahamas 
(May 2004). Closer to home, we supply and serve 
lunch one day to the entire crew participating in 
the Winnipeg “Blitz Build” and have participated 
in an interfaith Habitat build in Winnipeg.

Christmas Cheer Board: Supplying Christmas 
Hampers for families in need. We supply, pack and 
deliver approximately sixty hampers to families in 
our community and our prolific knitters contribute 
hundreds of hats, mittens and sweaters.

United Church of Canada Mission and Service 
Fund: Our members contribute generously to the 
Mission & Service Fund, the only fund in which 
members and friends of the United Church pool 
their givings to support ministry across Canada 
and around the globe. 
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Musicals

For 5 years, a very talented group of young people 
have gathered together for the summer to create 
a delightful musical for the enjoyment of the 
congregation and the community, usually 
presented in September. These young people 
come from the youth of our church as well as 
the surrounding community.

Children’s Choir

The Children’s Choir practices in the sanctuary on 
Sundays from 10:15 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  These 6-10 
year olds sing for the congregation on several 
occasions through out the year.  

Senior Choir

Thanks to the Senior Choir, the Charleswood 
United congregation enjoys an exciting and 
varied presentation of musical talent to enhance 
our Sunday worship experience.

Special Events

Throughout the year, special guests are invited to 
worship services to share their musical gifts. 
Dedicated performances by well-known groups 
occur seasonally.

opening the heart and mind 
       with music

          getting involved – 
 volunteers make it happen!

People who are new to a church often ask “How 
do you meet people around here?”  We want to 
help.  One way is to take part in one of our 
Ministry Groups or Committees where 
you feel comfortable offering your help.

The work of Charleswood United Church is 
directed by the Church Council and nine Standing 
Committees who direct the governance of our 
Church. The Council consists of a chairperson,   
                vice-chairperson, secretary, 
                 treasurer, the chairperson of the 

nine committees, three 
representatives to Presbytery 
and the Ministerial staff members.

Over 100 Volunteers currently 
serve on our committees and 
many more serve on a casual 
basis.  Put your time and talents 
to work at Charleswood United 
Church.

How do you 

meet people 

around here?

Put your time and 

talents to work at 

Charleswood 

United Church.
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get involved giving by faith
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This Capital Campaign has begun because of our 
need for room to accommodate the growing 
number of programs and needs in our community. 

One of the goals of this campaign is to provide you 
with several avenues and opportunities to become
 involved. Quite simply, the more we get involved, 
the more we will all benefit through an active, 
strong community presence. 

God gave us all things as a gift

In Matthew 25:14:30, Jesus tells us the Parable of 
the Three Stewards. We learn two things. First, God 
gave us all our talents and treasures as a gift. Second, 
God enjoys seeing how we can use those gifts to 
multiply God’s reach and work.

Because financial resources and responsibilities 
vary greatly from person to person and family to 
family, you are not asked to give a specific amount 
of money to the capital campaign. 

  You are being asked to consider 
making a commitment based 
on your faith.

Don’t be overwhelmed by the 
size of the project. If everyone 
gives to their ability, large or 
small, the project will proceed.

Giving by faith

Giving by faith means contributing an amount that 
is not always comfortable to give – sometimes 
called a sacrifice. 

This capital campaign is a significant challenge 
that will test our priorities, our values, our 
commitment and our faith. How can we give 
in a way that serves God and helps us grow?

Consider giving by faith and using a touch of 
reason. Giving by reason involves calculating an 
amount based on what we know we have. Giving 
by faith means letting the Spirit 
guide us in our prayer: “Lord, what 
do you want to give through me?” 
This kind of giving not only requires 
us to stretch our faith, but also to 
rely on God to provide.

Discuss with family

 Think of what Charleswood United 
means to you and your family 
and discuss ways to fulfill your  
commitment. Be sure to include 
your children. This is an opportunity 
to teach generosity and faith.

About Financial Giving

The Opening Doors campaign will present every 
family that attends Charleswood United with the 
opportunity to make a financial pledge. 

Commitments over 3 years (weekly, monthly or 
annually) are welcomed, as are one time cash gifts. 
To make a donation, please complete the 
commitment card that will be dropped off in April.

Please consult the ‘Giving Potential’ chart to help 
you decide on the time line you can follow with 
your giving. If you prefer, lump sum commitments 
are also welcome.

Weekly Monthly 3 Year Total

$    5.00 $     21.67 $     780.00

$  10.00 $     43.33 $  1,560.00

$  15.00 $     65.00 $  2,340.00

$  25.00 $   108.33 $  3,900.00

$  35.00 $   151.67 $  5,460.00

$  50.00 $   216.67 $  7,800.00

$  75.00 $   325.00 $11,700.00

$100.00 $   433.33 $15,600.00

$150.00 $   650.00 $23,400.00

$200.00 $   866.67 $31,200.00

giving potential

Not equal gifts but equal sacrifice

Quite simply, the 

more we get 

involved, the more 

we will all benefit 

through an active, 

strong community 

presence.

If everyone gives 

to their ability, large 

or small, the project 

will proceed.

Giving is a private and personal matter. All gifts will be issued a charitable tax receipt and will be kept 
completely confidential.
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 opening doors - 
  building on a solid foundation

        message from the 
      program director

Dear Friends:

What an exciting time to be part of the Charleswood 
United Church family! We are officially on the road to 
making our vision a reality. With guidance from our 
consultants, Harder and Associates, the Capital 
Campaign Steering Committee is confident that the 
“Opening Doors” campaign will deliver the support 
for a vibrant, community-minded ministry that will 
expand our building, its programs, and most 
importantly, our spirit. For many of us, this is a once-
in-a-lifetime experience to launch our Church into a 
secure and long future.

Our vision for the future grew out of the congregational ‘wish-list’ that we conducted less than 2 
years ago. This provided the base for Council to form a Building Task Force last year. This group has 
diligently provided the oversight to the task of balancing the space 
and layout considerations to accommodate our dream/wish-list space with the financial realities 
and community capacity of supporting our vision. This work, with the wonderful support of Number 
Ten Architects, has culminated in a facility size and functionality that the committee feels is just right. 
Now we are ready to take another step forward with the “Opening Doors” Capital Campaign. Its work
will involve the entire congregational membership. Many of you have already been contacted and I 
assure you, everyone will be well informed and have the opportunity to get involved. 

Charleswood United Church’s physical presence in the community, the function and appearance of 
our church home sends a message to those who live or visit here. Our ministry, our programs, and 
our building each tell a story in terms of who we are and what we hold to be important. Our 
challenge is to make “Opening Doors” a meaningful project for each of you and ensure that its 
message to our community says “Our church embodies a community spirit through its work that 
is important and worthy of my time and resources”.

If we all take a part in “Opening Doors” and seriously consider the call to faithfully respond as God’s 
stewards not by equal giving but by equal sacrifice”, then our vision will unfold at our spiritual home, 
Charleswood United Church, and we will continue to grow abundantly for many years to come.

Yours faithfully,

Warren Thompson 
Program Director 
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Two years of consultation with membership of 
Charleswood United has led to the refinement 
of  the scope of the project and ultimately, 
establishment of the project goal.  

While the final project design may evolve based 
on resources and other considerations, the 
”Opening Doors” Campaign target is $1.1 million.

The capital campaign is a key part of the overall 
plan, which is based on a thorough and 
professional financial analysis.

Capital Campaign 

Goal: $1.1 million

Project Total Cost:

$1.5 million

Having retired Charleswood United’s mortgage 
in 2005 places us in a strong financial position 
going forward. The gap between the Capital 
Campaign goal and the total 
project cost of $1.5 million 
will be covered through a 
combination of grants and 
other forms of financing.

Based on the research we 
have undertaken to date, this 
project is both challenging 
and realistic.
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In response to God’s call, we the congregation of Charleswood United Church, understand our
mission is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ by word and deed. This mission challenges us to 
accept God’s grace, to celebrate God’s love, to learn God’s will and to reach out in humble service to 
the world God loves - In short, to live our faith.

mission statement of 
charleswood united church

CHARLESWOOD UNITED CHURCH
4820 Roblin Blvd
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.
Ph. 204-832-3667

This window symbolizes the season of hope and expectation that is Advent. It also represents how we on the 
Canadian Prairies join in waiting the arrival of a kingdom that is both here and yet to come.

opening doors
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