
Dear Grandchildren 
 
March 10/13           CUC 
 
Please allow me to preface this by saying that I don't think what a preacher says to his or her 
congregation ever deserves to be front page news. In fact, unless you happen to be Martin Luther 
King Jr. or Desmond Tutu it is best that preachers avoid the temptation to be heroic. 
Nevertheless, for reasons that escape me the comments of a recent sermon by Pastor Ray 
Duerkson of Southland Church in Steinbach became part of the public conversation over the 
provision in Bill 18 before the Provincial legislature that ensures the freedom of Gay-Straight 
Alliance Groups to organize in Manitoba High Schools as part of the government's anti-bullying 
strategy.  
 
Pastor Duerkson has made public his opinion that Christians have a moral obligation to oppose 
this legislation. He maintains that elected officials, doctors, the media, school board trustees, and 
even public service professionals stand in peril of God's punishment if they fail to speak out 
against this bill. He calls this moment that biggest challenge a Canadian church has ever faced. 
Personally I find such hyperbole as distasteful on the far right as I do on the far left. He also 
claims that allowing GSAs in our schools constitutes an attack on religious freedom for those 
who fear that these groups represent an assault on Christian values and principles (as he 
understands them). 
 
I would want to defend Pastor Duerkson's freedom to say whatever he believes it is appropriate 
to say to his congregation on any particular subject. Any preacher ought to be free to do so. We 
preachers accept this freedom with an understanding that we work for the people we address and 
if a church wanted to respond to their preacher they too are free to do so. I would also agree with 
Pastor Duerkson that he may chose to address any issue he believes is important to his 
congregation be it moral, political, social, and so on.  
 
That being said, any church leader knows that worship is by nature a public act and thereby 
invites response outside the confines of a congregation's life. When something of worship enters 
the public arena and is not refuted or retracted then one has to assume that response is welcome. 
Therefore, I would like to take up the invitation of Southland Church to reflect theologically on 
the provision in Bill 18 that would ensure those desiring to organize Gay-Straight Alliances in 
our high schools, the freedom and support to do so. I do so without any expression of bias for 
one political party over another. My pastoral experience has been such as to recognize that 
difference of opinion on issues of sexuality exists across the political spectrum. 
 
The form I am going to offer takes a cue from Pastor Duerkson. He asked his congregation how 
they would ever explain it to their children and grandchildren if they remain silent in opposing 
this matter. Fair enough, I decided I would write a letter to my future prospective grandchildren 
about this now public debate and I am glad to share it with you. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
My dear grandchildren, 
 
It is a strange series of events that have inspired me to write to you in 2013, hopefully quite a 
few years before any of your will be born and even many years more before the issue of the 
present moment is of any concern of yours. Nonetheless there are many times I think about what 
things will be like for you and how different it will be than what I have known. 
 
You are well aware that I was a minister for some years before I was finally discovered by the 
NBA when I was 50 and signed a multi-million dollar contract to play basketball for the Miami 
Heat. Actually as I write to you I am at Charleswood United Church and have felt challenged this 
week to think about what I believe to be true and what I want for your generation. 
 
There is no one I have ever known who doesn't want children to feel safe and protected wherever 
they go. This is something that crosses all boundaries. It is a value shared by people of all 
traditions, all religions, all political persuasions, all ages, all cultures. Unfortunately one thing 
everybody also knows is that children are not always safe and protected. In the past few years we 
have become ever more aware of the many types of bullying that exists and the sometimes tragic 
consequences that result when no-one says or does anything about it. 
 
While I hope and pray the day will come when such intentional efforts will no longer be 
necessary, one area of concern we are aware of is young people who are targeted because of 
sexual orientation, whether their own, or among their families and friends. To provide support 
and security groups of like minded people began together a few years in various schools. These 
were called Gay-Straight Alliances or GSAs and were generally fairly small gatherings of 
students meeting at lunchtime or otherwise on their own time. They were one student group 
among many but were important to those who needed them. 
 
Sadly, when it was proposed that the freedom of these groups to gather should be guaranteed in 
law as part of an anti-bullying legislation, some said that was something God would hate. 
 
I am quite certain God doesn't hate anything except hatred itself. And more than that i have 
always held that the freedom to assemble, the freedom of speech, the freedom to be who we are, 
safely and securely, are blessings from a loving God and we do well not to interfere. 
 
Now, as I am sure it will be in your day, there will be those who say that the bible says 
something that justifies anger, legitimizes ignorance, or rationalizes standing in judgment of 
those different than ourselves. I am not without sympathy to the idea of looking into scripture for 
wisdom in matters of life and law. But most often we find in the Bible that which we go looking 
for. It is my hope that you are familiar with the stories of scripture and that you recall the parable 
of the Prodigal Son. (If you don’t please let me know so I can talk to your parents). Even though 
the younger son is not someone to admire, (he not only left the family farm, he took half the 
value of it with him and squandered it on who knows what), the parable hinges of the gracious 
reaction of the father. When he sees his lost son returning, whom he had never judged even in his 
departing, he runs to him, he embraces him, he puts a robe around him, shoes on his feet, a ring 



on his finger. We are meant to see the father and recognize that the father has one job and one 
job only and that is to love the child without question over and over and over. That is what the 
church aspires to be, or should. The ones who love, who accept, who rejoice. Threats of 
judgment and retribution do not well serve the body of Christ. 
 
It is my prayer that by the time you read this conflicts of this nature are a thing of the past and 
that a true consensus of Spirit has emerged around the acceptance of God’s people. 
 
No matter how close or far we may be as you read this please know of my love for you just the 
way you are. 
 
Grandpa Michael 
 
P.S. Your grandma says hi. You should come visit us in the Bahamas. 


